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Vernon Fall ‘18 Expectations and Information  vernonk@unit5.org      www.unit5.org/vernon   
 

I am at both West and Community this year, but all my classes are at Community are in room 30.  However other 
teachers are in my room for other classes, so please be sure to check the wheel on the window if you are looking 
for me.  

 
1. West, Intro to Comm 132   
2. (travel)  
3. Comm, Intro to Comm rm 30 
4. Theatre I  rm 30 
5. Comm, Intro to Comm rm 30 
6. (lunch)    
7. Comm, Intro to Comm rm 30 
8. (planning)  rm 30 

 
As the theatre sponsor I’m usually on the stage until 6:30 or 7 most nights, so please use the digital communication 
as much as possible. 
 
Behavior Expectations: 
People:   

 It is my goal to create a safe space.  This doesn’t mean that everyone adores everyone else.  It means 
everyone should feel physically and emotionally safe regardless of race, gender (and not just binary 
genders), ethnicity, sexual preference, age, ability, religion, or politics.  We are not always going to agree 
but everyone gets respect. Please let me know of any preferences you have that will make you more 
comfortable in this class.   

 Please do not use dehumanizing words such as “retard” or “gay” or ANY ethnic, gendered, or racial slur.  
Don’t reduce people to categories just because you can’t handle differences.  

Phones, bathrooms, laptops, etc.:  

 phone - on silent, facedown on the desk. Talking, texting or whatever while I or someone else are talking 
is just rude.  If it’s a real emergency ask me.  No phones during testing or reading.  

 locker, bathroom breaks - if you ask me I’ll probably say yes, but that implies that you’re smart enough 
not to ask in the middle of lecture, discussion, presentation, film… If you need to do something that will 
make you tardy come to the class, ask me first and then hurry back as best you can. 

 laptops – it is expected that you will bring your laptop every day, charged, logged in but closed.  How you 
take notes is up to you, but then I occasionally let you use handwritten ones for quizzes and tests.  

 sitting at the bells -  I expect you to try to be seated by the first bell, but I also expect you to be seated at 
the last bell.  I hate lining up at the door.   

Room: Community only 

 In the front of the room you’ll notice a set of shelves full of supplies.  This is yours to use, and things like 
pens, pencils, bandaids, paper etc. are yours to take.   

 Please, NO FOOD OR DRINK IN THE ROOM EXCEPT WATER.  I hate cleaning up after people, and it helps 
keep the spiders and mice away too.  

 Things that are on the side of the room from the desk to the table to the back cabinet are personal and 
sometimes confidential. Please don’t look for stuff over there.  

Google: You are responsible for setting up your Google drive and joining the appropriate Google Classroom. You 
will submit almost everything through Google Classroom. 
Specifics to: 

 Intro to Comm 
1. Speech day flu is a rude thing.  Don’t avoid coming to school on the day your speech is due.  That 
messes up everyone else and causes me to doubt your commitment.   
2. All speeches will be due through random draw.  Please don’t try to trade with someone else. 

What are you learning?  

Why are you learning it?  

How do you know when 

you’ve gotten it right? 
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 Theatre I and II 
 1. Portions of this class are for performance.  It is required that everyone is respectful of everyone else’s 
acting, and rude behavior will result in lowered grades. 
2. Still not a blow off class.  If you wanted that you should have gone with someone who didn’t have two 
theatre degrees and 35+ years in the business.  It is fun, but we still take it seriously.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grading: I have adopted some of the standards based grading philosophies. 

 Every grade should reflect whether or not you have gained mastery over a specific skill. 

 Those skills are based on national and state standards and will be published for each unit and assessment, 
and will have a published rubric prior to the assessment 

 This means that “homework” – what SBG followers like to call practice – is graded on a 1, 2, or 3 for 
below, meets, or exceeds.  In your gradebook it will look like a checkmark, but the numbers will appear 
when you go into the assignment itself in Skyward.  It will be collected and responded to, but will not 
affect your letter grade. Why is this important?  So glad you asked. (see Revision and Makeup) 

 Assessments, either formative (long term, project-based, etc.) or summative (tests, presentations, etc.) 
will be graded as A, B, C, or D (Exceeds, Meets, Approaches, or Does Not Meet).  If you do not turn it in at 
all it gets a zero. 

 If you want to improve on your grade you may “redo” it, but there’s a catch (see Revision and Makeup).   
 
Revision and makeup work: It’s important to turn things in by deadlines, but the point of school is to learn from 
our attempts.  If you think about it this is true in sports, theatre, music, video games…early misses are part of the 
growth.  Also, what if you had test anxiety or were sick on the day the assessment was given. Therefore, if you 
wish to improve your grade on any assignment you may revise and turn it back in.  However, there are conditions: 

 In order to have an opportunity to reattempt the assessment you must be able to make a case for 
yourself.  You have to tell me: 

o why this didn’t go well, 
o what you have done to make it better, and 
o how this second DIFFERENT assessment will be better. 

 The why indicates that you both understand and have reflected on the standard.   
 The what includes the necessary steps you must take to see that this skill is acquired 

INCLUDING having done all of the practice work (remember the checkmarks?) 
 How it may be that you only need to redo a certain part of the skill, or if it’s a retest that 

it will not be the exact same test. 
o Obviously this requires meeting and discussing it with me, and I must agree with you. 

 Reassessment must be done in a timely manner.  This means preferably before we’ve gone on to the next 
skill in the sequence, and at the very least within the same quarter. We will have to agree upon this as 
well.  Makeup work from illness or absence should be turned in as soon as possible.  

 Any time you have resubmitted a revision or makeup work please email me at vernonk@myunit5.org so I 
am aware of it.  
 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is using someone else’s material without clearly stating that it’s theirs.  This can mean cutting and pasting, paraphrasing 
poorly, using graphs or photos without credit, and borrowing ideas.  It can be grounds for suspension and failure. When in doubt, give credit.   
This complete document is linked on www.unit5.org/vernon .  
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